John RANN 1821- 1903
John RANN was born in Dudley, Worcestershire in 1821, married Sarah Anne STANLEY in the same village in 1844,
and set sail for South Australia with a pregnant wife and two young children late in 1854. He is listed as a carpenter
or joiner, so would have had the skills a young community in South Australia would want. I cannot find any census
records in 1851 to indicate where they were living, but this was a time of the Scottish Highland Clearances, and also
the Irish famines, so there was the likelihood of many families moving to the city of Birmingham, already a highly
industrialised city. John and Sarah would most likely find the offer of an assisted passage half way around the world
to Adelaide to be quite attractive.
I have identified four earlier generations of RANN in England, the earliest being another John RANN, born in or near
Birmingham around 1685. I cannot find any baptism record for this John, and one can never be very sure of the
accuracy of these early records, or even if there were other John’s at this time. John’s wife was not named, but they
did have at least one child, also John.
John RANN was born in 1709 in or near Birmingham. This is around 15 miles east of Dudley, so they did not move
very far in the almost 150 years before leaving for Australia. This John RANN married Amphylliss BEALE in 1744 in
Kidderminster, also not far from Birmingham. Their youngest child was Thomas RANN, born 1758.
At this time, Birmingham was
pre-industrial, so Dudley would
have still been a rural farming
village. However, by the early
1800’s Dudley would become a
suburb of Birmingham, and the
farmlands gone.

Thomas married Elizabeth LAMBSDALE in Bromsgrove in 1784, only 20 or so miles from Birmingham, and they also
had four children. I still cannot find occupations, but the eldest, Joseph RANN, was born in 1792. Birmingham would
have been growing because of the industrial revolution at this time, so farmland would be giving way to industry and
housing.
Joseph married Ann GWINNUTT in 1815. Ann lived in Dudley, where they married and raised their children. There
were nine children in total, the fifth being our John RANN.
John married Sarah Anne STANLEY in Dudley in 1844, and their first two children were born there. In December
1854, they boarded a ship in Liverpool for the three month journey to Port Adelaide. On the way, Sarah Jane
Northern Light RANN was born, with the name of the ship being included in her given names. They all arrived safely
in Port Adelaide on 7 April 1855. John and Sarah had two boys in England, a daughter born at sea, and two more girls
born in Port Adelaide. John was well-known as a carpenter and builder around Port Adelaide, and also took a keen
interest in local affairs. He was a Councillor of the Port Adelaide Corporation for many years, and was also active in
the Port Adelaide Institute. The Port Adelaide Institute was said to be the driving force behind the formation of the
Cricket and Football clubs.

John Albert RANN was the eldest of John and Sarah’s children, and became established as a builder. On 13 May
1870, John A was mentioned in a notice in the Evening Journal (13 May 1870; TROVE) as being a member of a group
proposing to form the Port Adelaide Football Club,
with John being a committee member. John and his
brother Richard played in the early football teams.
There was also a mention of John A RANN playing
cricket in 1879 (TROVE Port Adelaide News, 1
November 1879 page 2), where he was last in,
needing four runs to win, and managing to hold up his
end while his partner scored the runs. I would like to
think John was a strike bowler, but . . .
John Albert RANN married Fanny MUSSON in 1889, and had seven children. Their eldest, Maude Holbrook RANN,
was born 1890 and went on to marry Edwin Morris RUNDLE, who is part of my previous RUNDLE narrative. Maude is
interesting because she is described as an accountant on her marriage certificate. It is also of interest that Maude
RANN is mentioned on the marriage certificate of John SQUIRE and Ethel GILL in 1914, as a witness. One wonders
whether this was a convenience as John and Ethel married the day she arrived at Port Adelaide from England, and
two witnesses were needed. The other was the minister’s wife. Ethel SQUIRE and Maude RANN must have remained
close friends, as their children Ken SQUIRE and Constance RUNDLE later married. Both these family lineages have
been previously described.
Edwin RUNDLE and Maude RANN lived in
Cheltenham. This is Edwin and Maude in front of
their Cheltenham house, probably in the early
1940’s. Their house was named ELDNUR. Can you
work out how the name came about?

Maude died in March 1946 at age 56 years. Edwin married again to Rita BAWDEN and he died in 1958 aged 70 years.
Edwin and Maude’s three children, now all deceased, were Lance, Constance (Connie) and Neil. They all married and
had children in Adelaide, where many of us still live today.

Related Surnames Through Marriage
Fanny MUSSON 1889 - 1933
Fanny married John Albert RANN in North Adelaide in 1889. She was born in 1862 in North Adelaide, to Richard
MUSSON and Fanny PRIEST. Her ancestors are explored further in my MUSSON narrative.

Sarah Anne STANLEY 1827 - 1913
Sarah married John RANN in 1844, and was pregnant when they embarked in 1854 to come to South Australia. She
was born in 1827, to William Titus STANLEY and Sarah, possibly SMART, and if true, they married in 1825 in
Kingswinford, Staffordshire.

Ann GWINNUTT 1797 - 1877
Ann married Joseph RANN in 1815 at Brewood, Staffordshire. She was born in 1797, to Richard GWINNUTT and
Sarah DANKS. They had married in Dudley in 1784.
Richard was born in 1763, born to Thomas GWINNUTT and Ann PEARSON.

Elizabeth LAMSDALE 1763 - 1822
Elizabeth married Thomas RANN in 1784 at Bromsgrove, Worcestershire. She was born in 1763, according to another
researcher, but I cannot find any confirming record.

Amphyliss BEALE 1717 - ?
Amphyliss married John RANN in 1744 in Kidderminster, Worcestershire. She would have been born around 1720
but I can find nothing to confirm it.

FACEBOOK SUMMARY
John RANN was born in Dudley, Worcestershire in 1821, married Sarah Anne STANLEY in the same village in 1844,
and set sail for South Australia with a pregnant wife and two young children late in 1854. He is listed as a carpenter
or joiner, so would have had the skills a young community in South Australia would want. I cannot find any census
records in 1851 to indicate where they were living, but this was a time of the Scottish Highland Clearances, and also
the Irish famines, so there was the likelihood of many families moving to the city of Birmingham, already a highly
industrialised city. John and Sarah would most likely find the offer of an assisted passage half way around the world
to Adelaide to be quite attractive.
John’s grand-daughter, and my (Jan SQUIRE’s) grandmother, was Maude Holbrook RANN, born in 1890 in Port
Adelaide. She married Edwin Morris RUNDLE in 1914, in Port Adelaide.
John’s son was John Albert RANN, born in 1845 in Dudley, Staffordshire. He was 9 years old when he came to Port
Adelaide. He married Fanny MUSSON in 1889 in North Adelaide, at the age of 44 years.
As stated above, John married Sarah Anne STANLEY in 1844 in Dudley, Worcestershire.
John’s parents were Joseph RANN and Ann GWINNUTT. They married in 1815 in Brewood, Staffordshire.
John’s grandparents were Thomas RANN and Elisabeth LANDSALE. They married in 1784 in Bromsgrove,
Worcestershire.
John’s great grandparents were John RANN and Amphyliss BEALE (we have some great names here!). They married
in 1744 in Kidderminster, Worcestershire.
John’s great great grandparent was also John RANN, but I cannot find a name for his wife. He was born around 1685
but that seems beyond the availability of on-line records.
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