
Franz MEINCKE  1835 - 1914 
 

Franz Ludwig Rudolph MEINCKE, or Louis as he was known for most of his life, was born and grew up in the area of 

Schleswig, in Prussia or Denmark, depending on the state of these two warring countries in the 1840s. Louis went to 

sea at an early age, from the port of Hamburg, and stopped off in Adelaide around 1850. It is thought that Louis 

stayed here as a consequence of thinking he would most likely be conscripted into the army if he returned home. He 

quickly found employment with the Pilot Service in Adelaide, and spoke at least German and English. He would never 

have seen his family again. 

The earliest MEINCKE I have found is Louis’ parents, Johann Friedrich MEINCKE, and his wife Elizabeth Catherine 

MOLLER. We have copies of Louis’ birth record, written in German but kindly translated for us. Schleswig is in the 

border region of (then) Prussia and Denmark, and history shows that this area was affected by warring neighbours, 

changing control a number of times while Louis was growing up. However, Louis considered himself Danish. We 

know very little about Louis’ parents, and they would have spent their lives in the Schleswig region. We don’t know 

exactly what brought Louis to Adelaide, but he arrived at Port Adelaide around 1850, as a crew member of an 

incoming ship, and he stayed. 

Louis is recorded as a mariner at his marriage with Phillipa BRAY in 1859. She came to Adelaide with her mother (her 

father had died) and five siblings in 1854. Louis was working on the lightship on the Port River, Port Adelaide at this 

time. The family were probably there as well, as their first child, Frederick William, was recorded as being born on 

the lightship. Louis soon began work as a translator for (mostly German) work gangs building the railway and bridges 

to Kapunda, where the family subsequently settled. 

Louis built up a substantial carrying business moving materials by horse and dray to and from the railway yards. Louis 

and Phillipa had seven children, from which many descendants exist today. We are interested in the eldest, Frederick 

William MEINCKE, who worked in the carrying business with his father, but was also a noted bee breeder. 

Frederick was born in 1859, a bit too soon after his parents wedding, as the first child of the couple. He married 

twice, to Mary Anne WILLIAMS in 1882, and they had four children. She died in 1889, and Fred then married Jane 

WILSON in 1896, producing a further six children. The third child of the first marriage was Ernest Gordon MEINCKE,  

born in 1886 at Kapunda. I have not found any of this family enlisting for WW1, but most of the family changed their 

name to LANGDON in 1915. The LANGDON name was adopted from Louis’s wife Phillipa’s grandmother’s maiden 

name. 

Ernest Gordon went to sea as a fourteen year old, and spent ten or so years as a mariner, including twice around 

Cape Horne. We have many postcards from Europe to describe his ships and travels. He married Effie BARRETT in 

1911 and settled in Adelaide. It is recorded that Gordon was a motorman and drove trams for a time. One important 

event for Gordon is that he drove the first tram over the tramline viaduct at Lockleys, on the new line to Henley 

Beach. I remember the viaduct as several hundred metres of tressle track a couple of metres above the then swampy 

ground. All traces of the track have long since disappeared under housing. 

Gordon and Effie LANGDON had two children, Jack and Joan. Jack was seven years older than Joan, and was a printer 

with an Adelaide daily paper. Jack married Sarah PENN, who had spent some of her youth growing up in India. Her 

father and grandfather had business interests in India, exporting jam to Delhi at this time. Joan’s father was 

caretaker at Charles Birks & Co, later David Jones, and probably facilitated Joan being apprenticed as a seamstress 

with the Company. Joan was 14 years old, and unusually attended one year of High School. She stayed with Birks 

until she married Ray in 1944, when she was expected to stop working. Joan had met Ray KEIGHTLEY at a local 

dance, and they became an item. Unfortunately for Joan, Ray had enlisted in 1942. He arranged leave and returned 

to Adelaide to marry, but she had to wait till early 1946 before they could start their life together. 

Joan and Ray built a house in Wattle Park and moved there in 1948. Joan was busy raising four children, Anne, 

Barbara, Paul and Pamela, but found time to be involved with Sunday School at Kensington Gardens Congregational 

Church, Meals on Wheels, the Red Cross, the Adelaide Plains Camelia Society, and several other clubs and groups 

with Ray. 
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