
Samuel KEIGHTLEY  1818 – 1878 
 

Samuel’s family had farmed in the Loughborough area of Leicestershire for generations, but by the 1841 census, his 

father had died at a relatively young age. As the youngest of five children, and having an older brother, he possibly 

felt there was no chance of inheriting the family farm. In 1842, at the age of 24 years, he married Eliza STEWART, in 

the wonderfully named village of Thorpe Acre, in Leicestershire. They spent some time in Cornwall before moving 

back nearer to home, and then setting off to Australia in 1850. He brought his wife and four young children to a new 

land in Adelaide, Australia. 

Samuel’s grandfather Thomas KEIGHTLEY was born in 1755, at Hathorn Leicestershire (possibly Hathern on today’s 

maps). Hathorn, Thorpe Acre, Dishley and Loughborough are some 25 km south of Nottingham in central England. 

Thomas married Mary HEARN in 1782, and had three children. The eldest of these was John KEIGHTLEY, born 1783. 

John was a farmer at Thorpe Acre, Dishley, and had five children. He had died before the 1841 census. His wife 

Eleanor (nee PALMER) was shown as head of household in the census, so would have been running the farm with 

the help of her two sons and five boarders. However, one son was soon to marry and head to Australia. 

Samuel KEIGHTLEY was born in May 1818. Samuel stayed on the farm until he married Eliza in December 1842. Their 

first child was born in Cornwall in 1843, but the next three seem to have been born in or near Loughborough. Samuel 

and his small family left England and arrived at Port Adelaide on 7 September 1850. Five more children were born in 

Angaston, so this was likely the location of his first residence. 

At the time of Samuel’s death in 1878, at Napperby, only twenty or so kilometres east of Port Pirie, Samuel was 

listed as a butcher and baker. He probably learnt one of these skills in England before he emmigrated, and the other 

in Angaston. These occupations would have been an unusual combination, but quite a good mix for a small country 

town. It is not clear what caused the move to Napperby, but Samuel and Eliza brought 10 children into this world, 

with seven living into adulthood. They were all born in Angaston, with most staying there in adulthood. 

The third son and fourth child was Herbert KEIGHTLEY. He was only a few months old when he left England, but grew 

up in Angaston, and married an Adelaide girl, Helen THOMSON, in Napperby in 1877. Herbert and Helen seemed 

rather nomadic, for their children were born in Warnertown, Quorn, Exeter, North Adelaide and Moonta. The 

youngest child was born in 1891. Soon after, the whole family moved to Perth, where Herbert had a number of failed 

farming ventures. He was trying to farm in poor areas, and disease and drought did not help his endeavours. Helen 

died in Perth in 1924, and Herbert in 1934. His obituary stated he was a long-time commercial traveller in the wine 

industry, always moving around on foot. 

Four of their seven children came back to South Australia to live, some marrying in Perth, and others in Adelaide. We 

are interested in Herbert’s third son, Herbert Clair KEIGHTLEY, born in Quorn in 1882, and marrying Amy CHAMBERS, 

an Adelaide girl, in Perth in 1916. Did she follow her sweetheart interstate? Herbert and Amy’s first child was born in 

Perth, and the next two in Adelaide. Bert, as he was known, died in 1960, so was known by Anne and Barbara. Bert 

was described both as a farmer and retired machinist. He worked for some time with the Cyclone Wire Works, a 

Company set up by his wife’s family in Melbourne, but expanded into NSW and SA. 

Raymond KEIGHTLEY was Bert and Amy’s middle child, born in 1920. We know much more about Ray as he lived 

within our lifetime. Ray met Joan LANGDON at an Adelaide dance, and married in 1943, during a short period of 

Army Leave. His apprenticeship  was as a fitter, and later he worked with the Caroma company for many years, 

ending up as factory manager. He served in World War Two, with Engineer teams, building roads in the Northern 

Territory, and serving in Papua New Guinea and Borneo at the time of the Japanese surrender. We have many 

photographs from this time. He was a highly skilled operatic bass singer, but his post traumatic stress did not allow 

him to reach his full potential. 

Ray and Joan’s four children are Anne, Barbara, Paul and Pam. They have all married and themselves have children 

and grandchildren. Ray and Joan’s descendants now live in South Australia, Victoria, the Australian Capital Territory 

and Queensland. Between the people in these families, they have a wide range of skills and professions.  
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