
Alfred Ocean CHAMBERS  1841 - 1903 
 

Alfred’s father, John CHAMBERS, decided a move to Australia was desirable, and Alfred was born on 

the ship ‘William Wise’, off the coast of South Africa, in 1841. John CHAMBERS was heading to 

Tasmania to start a new life, as a school-teacher, with his wife Eliza and four children. Alfred grew up 

in Tasmania, moved to Melbourne with his parents in 1851, and then went to the goldfields in 1855, 

at about 14 years of age, where he found work as a store-keeper’s assistant. Alfred  married Sarah 

STODART in the goldfields in 1863, and moved to Adelaide in 1865. What an amazing start to 

Alfred’s life. 

Alfred’s grandfather, John CHAMBERS (senior), would have grown up in London, but there are too 

many baptisms recorded to be sure which record is correct. We know John (senior) married Mary 

WINTER in 1805 in the Church of St Martin in the Fields, London, and John was born in 1809, the 

third of six children. At age twelve, John worked as a Clerk in a London office, and one year later, an 

Uncle took him to Ceylon as an assistant. At age 19, he was a seasoned traveller when he returned 

to England, a committed christian and he sought training as a teacher. Twelve years later, with 

schoolmaster experience, married with four  children and a pregnant wife, they set off for Tasmania. 

There is a detailed book published on the CHAMBERS family, ‘Schoolmaster - John Chambers 1809-

1877’ published in 1991 by Judith Prasad. 

John CHAMBERS began teaching in Campbell Town, Tasmania, in 1841, and then taught in 

Launceston, before moving to Melbourne with his family in 1851. It is from here that Alfred Ocean 

CHAMBERS left home in 1855 for the goldfields. The same year, John resigned his teaching position, 

went to Adelaide for four years, but returned to Melbourne after his wife Eliza died in 1859. This 

would have been a difficult year, because John’s son Edwin was a passenger and drowned on the ill-

fated voyage of the Admella from Adelaide. It broke up after hitting Carpenter Rocks, near Mt 

Gambier, with significant loss of life. 

In 1855, Alfred moved to the Castlemaine area of Victoria, working as a storekeeper assistant. He 

met and married Sarah STODART in 1863 in Castlemaine. Sarah has a significant story of her own, 

being able to trace her family back to the 1550’s in Scotland, and with STODART family members all 

over the world. Two years later, with two children, they moved to Adelaide, where Alfred began 

working with Harris, Scarfe and Co. This lasted around two years before Alfred was laid off due to 

commercial issues from the 1866/7 drought. However, Alfred’s fertile mind conjured up ideas for 

washing machines and other devices that he successfully manufactured for the next 20 years. 

Around 1900, one of Alfred’s brothers, Leonard Tasman CHAMBERS was a founder of the Cyclone 

Fence and Gate Company, acquiring the license to manufacture woven wire products in Australia. 

Later generations found employment with this Company, including in Adelaide. 

In his later years, Alfred worked with the Destitute Asylum, was involved with the Baptist Church as 

a lay preacher and abstinance advocate, and was prominant in literary work. 

Alfred and Sarah had 13 children, eleven living into adulthood. Most stayed in South Australia, with 

their twelfth child, Amy Isobal CHAMBERS, marrying Herbert Clair KEIGHTLEY. When Alfred’s 

brothers wanted to open a Cyclone plant in Adelaide, one of Alfred’s sons, Alfred John CHAMBERS, 

set up and managed the Adelaide factory for a time. 

The story of Herbert and Amy KEIGHTLEY continues in the KEIGHTLEY narrative, published earlier. 
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