
Abraham Field BARRETT  1825-1877 
 

Abraham BARRETT was born in Hobart in 1825. His father John BARRETT, was from Ripley in 

Yorkshire (England), and arrived in Hobart as a free settler in 1823. John married Hannah FIELD in 

less than a year, and a year later, Abraham was born. It seems the BARRETT family stayed in 

Tasmania, but young Abraham was adventurous enough that in 1846 he travelled to Portland in 

coastal Victoria. He must have been well educated for he is listed as an accountant in Portland. He 

married Susan SHACKLOCK in Portland and raised seven children, before moving to Mt Gambier in 

the 1870s. He is a bit unique in not moving halfway around the world to settle in South Australia. 

The earliest ancestor is Abraham BARRITT, born in 1706 at Helthwaite Hill, Yorkshire, in England. This 

is about 15 km south of Harrogate. He married Hannah WAITE, a local girl, in 1734, and died in 1783 

aged 76 years. A son was Hugh BARRETT, with a surname spelling change, born 1735 in Harewood, 

Yorkshire. 

Hugh did not move far, but married Elizabeth NORFOLK in 1761, and died in 1809 age 74 years. They 

lived in the village of Harewood in Yorkshire, about 10km north of the Leeds city area. They had 

seven children, and the second, Abraham BARRETT, born 1762, continued our line. He was born in 

the quaintly name village of Follifoot, a bit further north of Harewood. Abraham married Hannah 

RICHMOND and they had five children, John being the third. 

John BARRETT was the adventurer, although his brother William also came to Australia. John was 

born in 1795, at Ripley, further north still, and married Hannah FIELD after arriving in Hobart. We 

know he arrived on the ‘Brixton’ early in 1823, and at various times he was a grocer and brickmaker. 

Their first born was Abraham Field BARRETT, born 1825 in Hobart. 

Abraham grew up in Hobart, but sailed to Portland in 1846, apparently the only one of his family to 

leave Tasmania. Six months later, he married Susan SHACKLOCK in Portland, and went on to have a 

family of seven children there, the fifth being Hugh Henry BARRETT. It seems Abraham was carrying 

on business as a merchant, and an entry was found in the local paper that Abraham was granted a 

confectioner’s license in 1849. It is exciting that we have a photograph of the family in front of their 

Portland house, taken in 1859, on a glass negative. Soon after, he moved to Mount Gambier with his 

family, and it is noted he was appointed a Justice of the Peace (J.P.) in 1863, and regularly sat in 

courts of law. He died in 1877. 

Hugh BARRETT was born in 1856 in Portland, grew up in Mount Gambier, and married Flora 

BUCHANAN in 1880. They went on to have five children, the youngest being Effie Blanche BARRETT, 

born 1884. Hugh was a successful businessman as well, and was a partner in the business of 

BARRETT and GAILLARD, general merchants. The connection was that both Hugh BARRETT and Harry 

GAILLARD had married BUCHANAN sisters. We have a photograph of their shop, on Commercial 

Street, close to Penola Road. There seems to have been some disagreement between the partners, 

for the business ceased in 1899, and the BARRETT family moved to Adelaide, opening a shoe shop in 

Rundle Street, just two shops from Frome Street. The shop was demolished during the 

widening/creation of Frome Road in 1962. Hugh died in 1918, and on his death bed, said “I did not 

do it”, referring to the BARRETT and GAILLARD business. We do not know what “it” was. 

Effie BARRETT moved to Adelaide with Hugh and Flora, and her siblings, and married Ernest Gordon 

MEINCKE in 1911. This family is described in the MEINCKE (becoming LANGDON in 1915) narrative 

published earlier, and their story continues. 
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